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Worried about your Fuel Bills this winter?  Come to the Alliance office for help or advice about changing to a cheaper supplier


	 
	Gas
	Electricity
	Effective from

	Scottish & Southern Energy
	13.6%
	12%1
	01/01/2006

	Npower
	13.7%
	12%
	01/01/2006

	ScottishPower
	15%
	8%
	01/03/2006

	British Gas
	22%
	22%
	01/03/2006

	Powergen
	24.4%
	18.4%
	10/03/2006

	EDF Energy
	14.7% 
	4.7% 
	13/03/2006

	Npower
	15% 
	13.4% 
	31/03/2006

	Scottish & Southern Energy
	15.9% or 19.4%2
	9.4%
	01/05/2006

	ScottishPower
	17% 
	10% 
	10/07/2006

	EDF Energy
	19% 
	8% 
	31/07/2006

	Powergen
	18.4% 
	9.7% 
	21/08/2006

	British Gas
	12.4% 
	9.4% 
	04/09/2006

	Npower
	17.2% 
	9.9% 
	01/10/2006

	Scottish & Southern Energy
	12.2% 
	9.4% 
	01/01/2007

	Scottish & Southern Energy*
	- 12%
	- 5%
	01/03/2007

	British Gas*
	- 17.1%
	- 10.9%
	12/03/2007

	British Gas*
	- 3%
	- 6%
	26/04/2007

	Powergen*
	- 16%
	- 5%
	30/04/2007

	Npower*
	- 15.6%
	- 3%
	30/04/2007

	EDF Energy*
	- 10%
	-
	15/06/2007

	ScottishPower*
	- 16.5%
	- 6%
	15/06/2007

	Npower
	17.2% 
	12.7% 
	04/01/2008

	EDF Energy
	12.9% 
	7.9% 
	18/01/2008

	British Gas
	15% 
	15% 
	18/01/2008

	Scottish Power
	15% 
	14% 
	02/02/2008

	E-on Powergen
	15% 
	9.75% 
	08/02/2008

	Scottish & Southern Energy
	15.8% 
	14.2% 
	01/04/2008



Fuel poverty - where a household cannot afford to keep warm - damages the health of those living in cold homes and affects their quality of life. The old, children, and those who are disabled or have a long-term illness are especially vulnerable. The main cause of fuel poverty in the UK is a combination of poor energy efficiency in homes, low incomes and high energy prices. The Government has underlined its commitment to tackling fuel poverty through increased funding throughout the present spending round.


There have been numerous increases and changes in the price of gas and electricity since 2006 and it's quite confusing. Do you need any guidance?


With all the price increases, it is easy to lose track of the latest price.  If you have access to the Internet, you can enter your details to receive an email when the energy companies change their prices and see at a glance how their prices compare.


Who has been changing their prices? 


�The following changes have either taken effect or have been announced since January 2006 - please be aware that we are using this table as a simple comparison - it does not include every company, or all supplier tariffs - so some increases and decreases do not apply to all consumers 


(price reductions are in bold):











Can I choose any supplier, no matter where I live? ��The vast majority of consumers in the UK can choose to apply for their energy from any supplier they like.  If you have a special tariff or meter, you can call our Helpline on 08459 060708. ��Has your price comparison information been updated to reflect the above changes? ��Our � HYPERLINK "http://www.energywatch.org.uk/help_and_advice/saving_money/index.asp" \t "_top" �price comparison ready reckoner� is updated monthly and reflects all known price changes as at the time of publication. ��Where can I go for help on reducing my energy bills? ��For energy efficiency advice, you can visit The Energy Savings Trust � HYPERLINK "http://www.est.org.uk/" \t "_blank" �website� or you can call your local Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 512 012. You can also find advice on more general ways to save money, including advice on changing your supplier.


Why are/aren't the prices going down? 


Ofgem, the gas and electricity industry regulator, has published a guide on � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Media/FactSheets/Documents1/Update%20-%20Household%20energy%20bills%20explained.pdf" \t "_blank" �Household Energy Bills�.





If you are worried about your gas and electricity bills, or would like help with looking at changing your supplier, call in the MCA office any Tuesday afternoon between 3.30 and 5.00 pm.  We can help you out with online or Internet enquiries.








