DOUBLED SUPPORT FOR VOICE YOUR CHOICE

The idea of local residents deciding how public money should be spent in their area was almost unthinkable three years ago.  Yet when Manton Community Alliance introduced and developed the idea of ‘participatory budgeting’ in 2006 / 2007, it proved to be immensely popular.  It all started when partners who run Manton Community Alliance agreed that local people know best about what Manton needs.

The concept of ‘Voice Your Choice’ was introduced where local people were asked to 

(1) Set their priorities for Manton 

(2) Vote on how much money should be spent on these priorities 

(3) Decide who delivers the projects designed to tackle these priorities

£50,000 was allocated from MCA’s budget, and this was awarded to successful agencies and organisations that had received the highest number of votes from the public.

The success of the first year’s ‘Voice Your Choice’ led Bassetlaw Primary Care Trust (PCT) to contribute £10,000 towards the same process for 2008.

This year’s voting has recently come to an end, and the results are currently being checked.  The number of residents who have been involved in the voting has doubled during the latest round – clear evidence of the interest and support there is locally for this crucially important and ground breaking way of allocating budgets.

Manton Community Alliance would like to thank all those residents who took part in the process, to all the partners who have supported throughout, and to the PCT for their very generous contribution to this year’s total of £50,000.

The full results from the voting will be publicised on this website, in our newsletter and in the local press in the near future.

